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false presumptions. To an unsophisticated
mortal the existence of evil presents a task,
never a problem. Evil, like error, is an
incident of animal life, inevitable in a crowded
and unsettled world, where one spontaneous
movement is likely to thwart another, and
all to run up against material impossibilities.
While life lasts this task is recurrent, and
every creature, in proportion to the vitality
and integrity of his nature, strives to remove
or abate those evils of which he is sensible.
When the case is urgent and he is helpless,
he will cry out for divine aid ; and (if he does
not perish first) he will soon see this aid
coming to him through some shift in the
circumstances that renders his situation en-
durable. Positive religion takes a natural-
istic view of things, and requires it. It parts
company with a scientific naturalism only in
accepting the authority of instinct or reve-
lation in deciding certain questions of fact,
such as immortality or miracles. It rouses
itself to crush evil, without asking why evil
exists. What could be more intelligible than
that a deity like Jehovah, a giant inhabitant
of the natural world, should be confronted
with rivals, enemies, and rebellious children ?